
       
to Life@theLakes. It is great that you could 
join us in celebrating the life God has given 
us. We are excited about what God is doing 
and believe He is shaping us into a community 
which restores hope and healing to our broken 

world, one life at a time. Our heart is for all 
people to connect with God - Life - and Each 
Other ... It is our desire that you would feel at 
home and fi nd this is a community where you 
can grow to your full potential, learning to love 
God and others the same extravagant way He 
loves you.
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Last year I remember asking 
one of our young people, as 
they stood in the water fully 
clothed ready to be baptised, 
why they were getting baptised 
today. He responded, “because 
God told me to!” That’s active 
obedience.

This week I heard of a person 
who gave up an hour on 
Tuesday night to go pray 
with others for the nation of 
Philippines. Why? - Because 
Gods told him to. That’s active 
obedience. 

When we respond immediately 
to the Holy Spirits prompting 
and His convictions that’s 
active obedience and there is 
MUCH fruit when we do.

What about when we don’t 
respond?

Last year while installing 
equipment in the back hall a 
hole needed to be drilled in 
the external wall.  The hole 
was never fi lled even though a 
person had many promptings 
to fi ll the hole. Now we have 
to repair the damage from rain 
that came in. 

Last year I visited the church 
toilets many times and noticed 
one toilet and one urinal 
constantly dripping. I must fi x 
that I thought. Months past 

with many promptings and 
it took the cost of an excess 
water bill to get the job done. 
Both instances cost us money. 
We can live with that, but what 
happens when that cost is 
lives? What happens when 
the cost is our destiny or 
others destiny? Whenever we 
fail to immediately obey the 
Holy Spirits promptings and 
convictions there is a cost and 
the cost is always more serious 
than lost money. It doesn’t 
matter if we fi x the problem or 

make amends down the track 
the opportunity to act is gone. 

Every time we ignore or fail 
to act on the Holy Spirits 
promptings there is a cost 
involved. Every time we 
dismiss, or put off the Holy 
Spirits promptings it gets a little 
easier to ignore until eventually 
we don’t even hear Him 
anymore.

Jesus has set us an example 
to follow, 

“Sacrifi ce and offering you 
did not desire, 
but a body you prepared for 
me; 
with burnt offerings and sin 
offerings 
you were not pleased. 
Then I said, ‘Here I am—it 
is written about me in the 
scroll— 
I have come to do your will, 
O God.’ ” Heb 10:5-7 
(Ps 40:6-8)

Now is the time to act to the 
Holy Spirits promptings. Will 
you be obedient!

“I said, Here I am... I have 
come to do your will.”

“because God 
told me to!”



What is the best way to 
build community?
During the last couple of 
weeks my heart has been 
continually breaking because 
of the devastation of the fires 
throughout Victoria. These 
fires have destroyed many 
lives and towns – some towns 
losing 20% or more of their 
population not to mention 
homes and animals. But in so 
doing these fires have brought 
whole communities together to 
unite and rebuild one another. 
They have brought the whole 
of Australia and even people 
from overseas to their knees, 
to dig deep financially and 
spiritually to overcome what 
has been lost.

As I’ve been thinking of this 
I’ve been hearing a different 
kind of story but hopefully 
you will see the connection 
as I have done. I have been 
hearing stories of kids within 
Cairns who are seeking advice 
from our own kids within this 
community. I heard of one boy 
who would like to follow Jesus 
but is too afraid because of 
the ridicule or rejection he may 
face from his own parents and 
family. I have heard of another 
who doesn’t know what to 
believe asking one of our 
Centenary Lakes young people 
“What should I believe? Why?” 
I have heard of ladies asking 
“Who is Jesus?” I’m sure this 
is going on all over Cairns 
within all schools, across work 

places, mothers groups, 
sporting groups etc, 
but what are we doing 
about it?  People are 
dying all over Cairns – all 
over the world and they 
have no hope of eternal 
life – but what are we 
doing about it?  Are we 
building community here 
to get together to fight 
a spiritual battle that is 
raging around our kids, 
around our nation and all 
over the world?

What builds community?  
I believe when people 
rally together with one 
purpose and one desire – 
that builds community!! 

How do we build community 
here at Centenary Lakes – 
by getting together with one 
purpose and one desire – to 
be Christ to hurting people - to 
equip one another and to battle 
together in prayer.

Please join together with this 
one purpose. Where do I start? 
PRAY!



Hi everyone,
Kids Church - This term 
at Kids Church we have 
unfortunately closed Shooting 
Stars (Ages 1yrs to 3yrs) 
and are in the process of 
re-assessing how we will set 
up the 3 groups for Term 2 
– so your patience is greatly 
appreciated!! Parents of this 
age group – you are welcome 
to use the facilities in the mean 
time.

Our Primary Age kids group 
- Alien Kidz (by the way – 
for those of you who may be 
wondering why it is called 
Alien Kidz – it came from this 
verse:  1 Peter 2:11 “Dear 
friends, I urge you, as aliens 
and strangers in the world, to 
abstain from sinful desires, 
which war against your soul.”) 
will be looking at Intercessory 
Prayer this term. We are 
encouraging the kids to pray 
for their families, friends, 

Schools, Leaders of our Nation 
and for many countries of the 
world. We have done up a 
massive “Prayer Tree” where 
we are placing all of their 
prayer requests for the term on 
the branches and the promises 
of God (memory verses) are 
placed on the roots, as we are 
encouraging the kids to pray 
on the foundation of scripture!!!  
These kids have seen and 
heard of children all over 
the world changing Nations 
through the power of prayer 

and they don’t want to miss out 
on what God is doing through 
this generation!!

Kids Hope World Vision 
– We have been given the go 
ahead from Edge Hill School 
to begin a Child mentoring 
programme that we have been 
praying about for over the 
past two years!! It is under the 
banner of World Vision and it is 
about serving our community 
by partnering with the local 
school and supporting them 
by mentoring children in need. 
Praise God for this amazing 
opportunity!! 

(cont’ on page 5)



Kick Start – WE have just 
had our second Kick Start 
Workshop in Feb and we saw 
more young people coming 
along to seek His face and 
to hear His voice!! We know 
God is raising up a generation 

of mighty warriors and our 
prayer is that we will equip and 
release these amazing young 
people with the tools and 
weapons that they need to be 
part of His mighty army!! 



8.30am Prayer 
9.30 Koala Kids

6:15am Prayer for 
children
8.30am Prayer

9:30am James 
Series Wk7:   
Faith that Counts 
Speaker: Phil Bignill

5:30pm Faith Hope 
Love Organic

8.30am Prayer 
9.30 Koala Kids

12:00 Ministers 
Network

6:15am Prayer for 
children
8.30am Prayer

7:30pm Kids Hope 
Info Night
8:00pm Mission 
Interest Group

9:30am James 
Series Wk3:   
Faith that Counts 
Speaker: Phil Bignill

5:30pm Faith Hope 
Love Organic

8.30am Prayer
9.30 Koala Kids

 7:30pm Marriage 
Course
8:00pm The Meeting 
Place (prayer)

8.30am Prayer
9.30 Koala Kids
6:00pm Worship 
Practice
7:30pm Pastoral 
Leaders Meeting

8.30am Prayer

5:30pm Geckos
7.30pm Y-Zone

8.30am Prayer 
9.30 Koala Kids

8.30am Prayer
9:30am James 
Series Wk4:
Faith the Counts 
Speaker: Phil Bignill

5:30pm Faith Hope 
Love Organic

9:30am James 
Series Wk5:
Faith the Counts 
Speaker: Phil Bignill

5:30pm Faith Hope 
Love Organic

9:30am James 
Series Wk6:
Faith the Counts 
Speaker: Phil Bignill
3:00pm Kick Start     
5:30pm Faith Hope 
Love Organic

8.30am Prayer
9.30 Koala Kids
7:30 The Marriage 
Course
8.00pm The
Meeting Place

8.30am Prayer 
9.30 Koala Kids

6:00pm Worship 
Practice
7:30pm Freedom 
Worship

8.30am Prayer

5:30pm Geckos

7.30pm Y-Zone

Key Leaders Retreat

8.30am Prayer 
9.30 Koala Kids

6:15am Prayer for 
children 
8.30am Prayer

8.30am Prayer
9.30 Koala Kids
7:30 The Marriage 
Course
8.00pm The
Meeting Place

8.30am Prayer 
9.30 Koala Kids

 6:00pm Worship 
Practice
7:30pm Connect 
Supper

8.30am Prayer

5:30pm Geckos

7.30pm Y-Zone

8.30am Prayer 
9.30 Koala Kids

7:00pm CWCI 
Ladies Coffee 
Night

8.30am Prayer 8.30am Prayer
9.30 Koala Kids
7:00 Cairns Church-
es Prayer Night
7:30 Marriage 
Course

8.30am Prayer
9.30 Koala Kids

6:00pm Worship 
Practice
7:30 MTL’s Meet

8.30am Prayer

5:30pm Geckos

7.30pm Y-Zone

Key Leaders Retreat

March



?4U...did you even think 
that text-o-mania would hit & 
influence the world like it has? 
From ‘brb’ to ‘bff’ to ‘lol’, there 
are enough abbreviations 
being bounced off satellites 
to fill the universe and then 
some - imho anyway.

Ever thought of txting God? 
What would you txt Him? 
Would He answer, or would 
He just ROFL?

I don’t think he would lol at 
our txt. God loves us. In fact, 
He’s already sent us a ‘text 
message’ already.

I’m talking about the Bible.

Here’s my txt conversation 
with God.

Dear God - do u love me?

Ivenvr quit luv’nu&nvrwill. 
xpctluv, luv, &moreluv! 
(Jeremiah 31:3)

Dear God - will u ever leave 
me?

Illnvrleaveu or abandon u 
(Hebrews 13:5)

Dear God - do you care 
about my future?

4 IK the plnz I have 4 u,” sez 
the Lord. “ Theyre plnz 4 
good not 4 dzastr, 2 give u a 
future & a hope. (Jeremiah 
29:11)

Dear God - do u ever think 
about me?

My thoughts about u r rare 
and beautiful! u’ll nevr 
comprehend em! U couldn’t 
even bgin 2 count em - 
anymore than u could count 
the s& of the sea.  
(Psalm 139: 16-18)

God loves you more than you 
could possibly imagine. He 
waits with delight for you to 
look up to Him in faith with a 
message.

The ultimate txt called the 
Bible. I promise it will be d 
gr8st msg u evr read!

PS If you need help with 
translation come see me or 
ask a 13yr old.



Sometimes it can be a struggle to connect 
meaningfully with one another in a large gathering 
and often we can feel isolated. Finding a place to 
belong in a Lifegroup will draw you into a close 
knit, caring community where people know, love 
and support one another. Being in a Lifegroup 
involves meeting together weekly in homes where 
people can make natural connections in a small 
group best suited for them. It’s an ideal way to 
become part of an environment that nurtures 
authentic Christian community, biblical teaching, 
and on-going discipleship.

Join a LIFE GROUP

A place to fi nd:
Friendship

Acceptance
Prayer support

Christian values

Location Leader Host Night Contact details

Kanimbla Nadine O’Farrell Chris Louden Thursday 7:30 pm 0409 721 576

Whitfi eld Colleen Birrell Colleen  Wednesday 7:30 pm 4032 4806

Kanimbla Luke & Sarah Palmer Luke & Sarah Wednesday 7:30 pm 4034 1282
    0403 393 397
THE EDGE 18+ 
Brinsmead Campbell & Janine Smythe C & J Smythe Tuesday 7:30pm 4058 2849
Kanimbla Heights Nadine O’Farrell Nadine O’Farrell  Wednesday 7:30pm   0409 721 576
Kanimbla Luke & Sarah Palmer Luke & Sarah Wednesday 7:30pm 4034 1282
    0403 393 397
Kanimbla Nadine O’Farrell Chris Louden Thursday 7:3pm 0409 721 576

Woree David and Marianne  David & Marianne  Monday 7:30 pm 0415 872 797
 Shliahov
Redlynch Thomas & Mel Pashley Thomas & Mel Wednesday 7:30 pm 4039 0699
Redlynch Rohan Morrell Des & Penny Grummitt Wednesday 7:30 pm 0417 372 146 (Rohan)
    4039 3108 (Penny)

Stratford Grant Dixon Rick & Pat Green Tuesday 7.30 pm 40551886 (Pat)
    0411 799 717 (Grant)

Ladies KYB Faye Barrett Faye Barrett Tuesday 9.30 am 4053 2002
Mooroolbool

Ladies KYB Noelene Morris  Noelene Wednesday 9.30 am  4039 2030
Redlynch

Ladies Whitfi eld  Julie Bignill Julie  Wednesday 9.30 am 4032 0804



Because Afghans have 
experienced so much death 
and destruction over decades, 
life has become very cheap. 
Parents desperately want to 
see their children grow into 
adulthood, but childhood death 
is so prevalent that daily life 
hardly slows when a child dies.

Flags fl utter over graves 
of men and boys killed in 
battle along roadsides and 
in villages.  Mothers stand 
“beside their graves with one 
foot in this world, the other in 
the next” during childbirth.  If 
there are complications in 

childbirth, medical help 
is often hours if not 

days away. 
In some 

parts of the country there are 
women more likely to die in 
childbirth than live to hold their 
babies.
 
Because they are well 
acquainted with death, Afghans 
have a strong belief in 
fatalism – the idea that 
death is assigned and 
nothing can be done 
to prevent it. Fatalism 
spans many religions, 
including Islam.
 

For an understanding 
that our days are indeed 
numbered, but by a loving 
God, and that He, the source 
of all good and health, will 

provide what is needed for 
those days.
That Afghans will have 
dreams and visions of the 
Savior in times of illness or 
mental distress, and that a 
believer will be positioned 

nearby to help 
interpret them.

Monday prayer for India with 
Steve & Sue Charlesworth at 
29 Dungarvan Drive Brins-
mead 8-9pm
Tuesday prayer for Philip-
pines & China with Tom & Mel 
Pashley at 24 Jasmine Street 
Redlynch Grove 8-9pm
Thursday prayer for Africa 
with Tim & Shell Hickin at 10 
James Street North Cairns 
8-9pm
Friday prayer for Asia Pacifi c 
Region with Phil & Julie Big-
nill at 13 Hillview Cres Whit-
fi eld 8-9pm
 
If you have a passion to pray for 
a country and would like to open 
your home for others to join 
you please contact the offi ce on 
offi ce@thelakes.org.au and just 
do it!!!!!  Pray that is….



So far this year I’ve struggled with 
feeling that prayer is a chore.  And 
when I do pray, it sometimes seems 
as if all I’m doing is speaking to the 
ceiling - God doesn’t hear me and I 
don’t hear him.  On top of this, when 
I pray I often feel that I’m not really 
doing anything practical, so it’s just 
not that important (compared with 
housework, grocery shopping or 
watching the cricket).

But I’m being challenged.  Sometimes 
prayer is a chore, but I need to be 
obedient.  

“The paradox of prayer is that it asks 
for a serious effort while it can only be 
received as a gift.  We cannot plan, 
organise or manipulate God; but 
without careful discipline, we cannot 
receive him either.” Henri Nouwen

I’m being challenged.  I may feel like 
I’m talking to the ceiling, but I need to 
persevere.  

“You beg.  You whimper.  You load 
God down with empty praise.  You 
tell him sins that he already knows 
full well.  You seek to change his 
changeless will … And sometimes, 

by God’s grace, a prayer is heard.” 
Frederick Buechner

And I’m being challenged.  There is 
nothing that is more important than 
spending time with the Creator God, 
and allowing him to work through me 
to change the world.  

“Prayer does not fit us for the greater 
work, prayer is the greater work.” 
Oswald Chambers 

What I’m really trying to say is - if you 
are struggling with prayer, don’t be 
discouraged, you’re not alone.  Now 
is a good time to recommit yourself 
to pray.  Make time for God in your 
busy day, make a conscious effort 
to pray with others, find a prayer 
passion or focus (maybe Koala 
Kids families, our church, leaders, 
missionaries, other countries).  Be 
intentional about meeting with God 
(maybe Wednesday nights at ‘the 
Meeting Place’ or with his body at 
the combined church services).  

If you want more information about 
any of these prayer events, look to 
the notices for details, or ask me.





On 12th February 2009 our 
dearest Lilli went to be with 
her loving Saviour! On Monday 
16th February, together with 
Lilli’s daughter Mia and devoted 
friends Marianne & Aaron, 
we held a wonderful service 
of worship when honoring 
Ljiljana’s life. As our community 
embraced Lilli, it was wonderful 
to witness as she (re-)found her 
loving Saviour, literally turning 
her sorrow into joy. Lilli was a 
wonderful gift to our church and 
we will miss her very much – 
particularly her quick wit and 
great sense of humour! Until we 
meet again Lilli …

Our cash offering for Sunday 22 Feb. was 
dedicated to the Victorian Bushfi re Appeal 
this amounted to $2,084.55.
 
2 Cor 9:6-11 “Whoever sows generously will 
also reap generously. Each man should give 
what he has decided in his heart to give, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to 

make all grace abound to you, so that in all 
things at all times, having all that you need, 
you will abound in every good work… You 
will be made rich in every way so that you 
can be generous on every occasion”
Tax deductible donations can be made 
via the Churches of Christ CareWorks 
Bushfi re Appeal – donation forms are 
available at the entrance & resource desks.



Date Claimer
For young people 10–16 yrs

Sunday 22nd March
Time:  3:00 – 5:00pm

Place: Church

Kids Hope is a World Vision mentoring 
program aimed at creating positive 
impact on the lives of vulnerable 
Australian children. The model built on 
a long-term partnership between local 
churches and primary schools, where 
a caring adult from the church spends 
one hour each week with a child. The 
results can change lives.

We are excited to announce that our 
church has been invited by Edge Hill 
School to partner with them. If you 
would like to know more or find out 
how to be part serving our community 
through Kids Hope - we are holding 
an Info night  Monday 2nd March – 
7.30pm at the church.



Come along and join in as we worship 
God using the gi� s He gave us. If you 
have an instrument, bring it and join 
in, if not, come anyway and join in!  
� is is the perfect time and place to be 
� ee to worship God with the spirit of 
worship He gave you!!!!!  

At Centenary Lakes Christian 
Community
Tues 24 March 09  
at 7pm
Guest Speaker:  
Mary Foster 
from Townsville

Admission by ticket only - $12 
on sale through Christian 
Bookworld
Or see Jeannette Nissen

Congratulations to Grant and 
Bethany Dutton on the birth 
of their son Austin on 23rd 
December 2008.

EVERYONE  is welcome.

7:00pm
� ursday 12th March 

at the church.

Come along and join in as we worship 
God using the gi� s He gave us. If you 
have an instrument, bring it and join 

Or see Jeannette NissenDecember 2008.

EVERYONE  is welcome.EVERYONE  is welcome.

Or see Jeannette NissenDecember 2008.

Come along and join in as we worship Come along and join in as we worship Come along and join in as we worship 
God using the gi� s He gave us. If you 
have an instrument, bring it and join EVERYONE  is welcome.EVERYONE  is welcome.



1 March Djerami and Cameron
8 March Glen and Beth
15 March Hamish & Sheena
22 March Jon and Marion
29 March Andrew and Jamie

1 March Diane, Michelle, Colleen & David, 
 Jill & Kylie
8 March Grant & Sharon, Yvonne & Deborah, 
 Alrena, Linda & Allan
15 March Sally-Ann, Viv, Pat G, Bev J
22 March Dagma, Sally, Liz C, Fay B
29 March Lyn, Alrena, Jim & Margaret, Melsy

Average Weekly offering received for 
last 4 wks is $5,485
(2009 weekly budget fi gure is $6,250)
Also $11,000 in Vision 2009 faith 
offering pledges was received in 
February.
Our account details are:
Centenary Lakes Christian Community
BSB: 084 472  Account# 540723349

Giving thought…
In giving to the Kingdom of God 
it allows us to take the earthly 
and convert it to the eternal
(Philippians 4:17).

7 March Sharon & Grant, Volunteer needed pls
14 March Jim & Jeanette, Greg & Michelle
21 March Sue H, Rosemary M, Laetitia M
28 March Linda & Alan, Robyn S

This time of year we request helpers to sign 
up and serve in the life of our church, and so 
we put that request out to our church family 
for 2009.  Serving, particularly in teams, is 
such a great way to make wonderful friends, 
exercise our many talents, and really have 
that sense of belonging.

We would also like to take this opportunity, 
on behalf of our church community, to 

reiterate our deep appreciation to all those 
who faithfully serve us all on a regular basis. 
The Lord knows what we do in secret.

If you would like to volunteer to be rostered 
on in the life of our church, either on the 
Welcoming Team, Hospitality, IT Support 
or Cleaning - then please contact Mel or 
Julie at the offi ce on 4032 4411, or offi ce@
thelakes.org.au



Cnr Greenslopes & McNamara Streets, Edge Hill
PO Box 281N, North Cairns, QLD 4870

Phone: 4032 4411 Fax: 4032 4353
 Email: 	 office@thelakes.org.au
 Hours: 	 Mon to Thurs 9:30am – 5:00pm 

Senior Pastor
Phil Bignill 0410 620 804

Email: philb@thelakes.org.au 
Associate Pastor

Walter Harnisch 0410 340 796
Email: walterh@thelakes.org.au 

Childrens Ministry
Sharon Price 0408 1340 045

Email: sharonp@thelakes.org.au 
Administration

Mel Pashley 0400 048 397
Email: melp@thelakes.org.au

Worship Ministries
Liam Bradford 0421 258 144 

Email: liamb@thelakes.org.au
Community Life

Julie Bignill
Email: julieb@thelakes.org.au

Laurence Whitehead 4039 1673
David Wilson 4055 0197
Sandro Cossa 4053 7219

Peter Boyd 4053 7704

Adult Ministries
Campbell & Janine Smythe  

Administration
Mel Pashley     

Community Life
Julie Bignill     

Childrens Ministries
Sharon Price     

Finance
Mel Pashley

 
Life Groups
Phil Bignill

Life Keys
Denise Jorgensen

Outreach/Missions
Karen Boyd

Prayer
Angela Harding

Teaching Ministries
Phil Bignill

Youth Ministries
Walter Harnisch


