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Jesus’ upside down Kingdom

Someone who believes in
God? Maybe? But even
demons believe in God

and shudder. (James 2:19)
The simplest definition of a
Christian is someone who
follows Jesus. Does that
mean if | believe in Jesus but |
am not following him | am not a
Christian? | think yes.

Today | had a conversation
with a young man who

had been calling himself a
Christian, but as we sat and
talked he had the courage to
confess that in fact he was not
a Christian because he was
not following Jesus. While |
was disappointed he had come
to that place | was encouraged
by his honesty and remarked
he may be closer to Jesus than
he realises. There are a great
many confessing Christians
who have no intention of
following Jesus. He is far
closer to Jesus than any of
those.

Over the next few weeks
leading into Christmas we
are going to be looking at the
lifestyle of Jesus and what it
means to follow him.

While | would hate to reduce

or simplify following Jesus to a
few words or a catchy slogan
let me suggest a few words
that will hopefully point us in
the right direction.

Jesus’ entry into
the world, the life he lived and
the death he died all were
marked by profound humility.

It is humility that leads us to
Christ and it is humility that
keeps us following Christ. “God
opposes the proud, but gives
grace to the humble.”

(James 4:6)

Jesus’ encounters,
conversations, decisions and
actions were all expressed in
love. Love was his motivation
for all he did and said. His love
was not simply a feeling, but
a choice to obey his Father
and remain in His love. “If
you obey my commands, you
will remain in my love, just as
| have obeyed my Father’s
commands and remain in his
love.” (John 15:10)

Jesus’ mode of
operation was faith. “I tell
you the truth, the Son can do
nothing by himself; he can do
only what he sees his Father
doing, because whatever
the Father does the Son

also does.” (Jn 5:19) To his
followers He says,| tell you the
truth, anyone who has faith in
me will do what | have been
doing. He will do even greater
things than these, because |
am going to the Father.

(Jn 14:12).

When it was humanly
impossible for Jesus to
continuing loving, serving, and
giving, he drew strength from
his hope in what His Father
was doing in and through
him... “who for the joy set
before him endured the cross.”
(Heb 12:2) Isaiah reminds us,
“those who hope in the lord
will renew their strength.” (Is
40:31)

Jesus said to his followers, “If
anyone would come after me,
he must deny himself and take
up his cross and follow me. For
whoever wants to save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses
his life for me will find it.

Mt 16:24-25

We celebrate not a baby in a
manger, but a man who made
a way back to God and calls us
to follow him on that path. May
we follow faithfully every day of
our life.

Love

Phi/
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WOW can you believe
it’s almost Christmas
time already! Where has
the year gone? When | look back
on the past year so much seems
to have happened it’s hard to
believe we were able to fit it into
1 year.

However, back to “It's Christmas
time already”

For some families this is a really
exciting time of year - it's a time
to get together , maybe with
people we haven’t even seen for
almost the whole year — a time

to eat, drink & be merry.......... A
time to celebrate.

For others it is the worst time of
the year — a time of complete
loneliness — a time of emptiness
— a reminder of their lack of
finances, friends and family...

Which category are you in? Are
you looking forward to this time
of year or are you dreading it?

It only takes a walk into the
shopping centre’s at this time

of year to be bombarded with
everything you need to enjoy
Christmas — food, toys, clothes,
decorations but how wrong are
they — they are missing the entire
point of Christmas. Christmas is
the time to celebrate the birth of
Jesus - our one and only savior.
HE is the only one that can

bring joy and fulfillment at this
time of the year and WE ARE
THE ONES WHO HAVE THE
RESPONSIBILITY TO SHARE
THIS REVELATION.

If this is a special time of year

for you why not share that joy

and sense of excitement with
someone else who needs to see
the birth of Jesus in a whole new
light. Why not open your home on
Christmas day to others who have
no family to share it with. This
may seem like a huge imposition
on yourself — after all you have
your own family to take care of —
BUT what better way to
show the importance of
the birth of Jesus than
to share who you are
with someone who has
nothing.

“For | was hungry
and you gave me
something to eat, |
was thirsty and you
gave me something
to drink, | was a
stranger and you
invited me in, |
needed clothes
and you clothed
me, | was sick and
you looked after
me, | was in prison
and you came to
visit me.”

If you are willing to open your
home for Christmas please let
the office — if you are needing

a place to go for Christmas,
again please let the office know
— in this way Christmas should
be a more enjoyable time for
everyone.

Have a great Christmas and
New Year and let’s all be looking
forward to what God has
planned for us in 2009!

N 3{9/7///




| cannot believe the year is
about to end!! | know that all
the Kids leaders are praying
that we end the year with a
bang!! We are praying that the
kids will be transformed by
what they are learning at all
our Kids Programmes!!

It is our heart’s desire that

this precious generation will
discover that they are a new
creation, that they have the
mind of Christ and that they will
begin to walk in God’s power
that is at work in them!! We
want transformation — not just

information!! So please
join us in this prayer.

Many of the kids at Alien

Kidz have acknowledged
that they don’t just want to be
part of God’s Army — but that
they desire to be part of His
“Special Forces!!!” Please
pray for these kids as they are
in training for a higher calling.
Each one needs special
attention in prayer - and | am
hoping that before we break
up for the year that | can get
many people who would be
willing and committed to pray
for a child over the holidays
and for the upcoming year. It

larar

is so important that our kids
are protected and covered in
prayer as they are at the front
line of the battle!"! So please
let me know if you believe in
the power of prayer and are
interested in supporting this
rising generation of God’s
Army!!

Seeking to build God'’s
Kingdom together!!

Sharon Prices
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YZone... Trinity Bay As | have gotten more involved  If that’s you please pray and
High School...Faith at Trinity Bay High come see me Walter.

Hope Love organic... Schoc?l, | have Yvorkeq Faith Hope Love
Backpackers... along side the police officer organic has really been a

and school counsellor caring
for young people that have

no friendship group or healthy
home situation. The counsellor
has acknowledged that the best
place for these young people
is to get them involved in our
youth program. Whatever the
motivation, we need to be in
prayer for these young people
and the school team looking
after them. We need to equip
our young people so they can
impact their schools. So...
here’s the challenge...

place of encouragement and
growth. Not just in numbers but
in patience and waiting... the
prayer is that it is recognised
as a place for seekers... not
in the traditional sense of how
churches use this term but
those in and out of faith that
are genuinely looking to grow
in the word and be challenged
by what the word has for us
today.

Wow what a year... at ¥ Zone
we have seen the birth of
Suburban and it has proven
to go well. An opportunity

for deeper relationships and
deeper learning of what God
has to say to us. We have
started to mould One Youth
more in a direction that truly
shows unity amongst the
churches involved, and | with
3 other associates (Good
Shepherd, Presbyterian

_ Backpackers... they're
and Baptist) have made the

still coming from all around

commitment to meet regularly the world, and they still need
to build and encourage each WE NEED LEADERS THAT

other as we learn to encourage ARE CALLED INTO YOUTH
your children. MINISTRY!!!!

Jesus... we are hoping to
review how we do this ministry.
| am hoping to run some
training about this ministry so
that if you are interested you
can come and see and equip
yourself before you commit
and find it may not be your call.
Remember you do not have

to leave Cairns to impact the
world for Jesus!!!

A) a/ Zer



Regular Weekly ActivitiesN

* Sunday Service & Kids Church 9:30am
« Sunday 5.30pm Faith, Hope, Love
- Organic
* Prayer & Worship at Church
8:30-9:30am each week day

+ Koala Kids Play Group in Hall
9.30-11.30am Tuesdays & Thursdays

+ The Meeting Place (Prayer)
Wednesdays 8-9pm

* Adult Life Groups Tuesdays and
Wednesdays - see following page.

+ Geckos 6pm Thursdays in Hall
* Worship Practice 6pm Thursdays
* Youth - Yzone 7pm Fridays

in Church ‘

6:15am Prayer for
children
8.30am Prayer

8.30am Prayer

8.30am Prayer

8.30am Prayer

8.30am Prayer

8:00 pm The
Meeting Place

8.30am Prayer

8.00pm The
Meeting Place

8.30am Prayer

8.30am Prayer

7:30pm Y-Zone

8.30am Prayer

7.30pm Y-Zone
(school finishes)

8.30am Prayer

DecemBeEs;

Saturday




9.30-11.30am Tuesdays & Thursdays

+ The Meeting Place (Prayer)
Wednesdays 8-9pm

* Adult Life Groups Tuesdays and
Wednesdays - see following page.

+ Geckos 6pm Thursdays in Hall
* Worship Practice 6pm Thursdays

* Youth - Yzone 7pm Fridays
in Church

6:15am Prayer for
Children
8.30am Prayer

“Kick Start” Day
Camp Training

8.00pm The
Meeting Place

7.30pm Y-Zone

iC

Saturday




Sometimes it can be a struggle to connect

W NEYYaim

meaningfully with one another in a large gathering
and often we can feel isolated. Finding a place to
belong in a Lifegroup will draw you into a close
knit, caring community where people know, love
and support one another. Being in a Lifegroup
involves meeting together weekly in homes where
people can make natural connections in a small

group best suited for them. It's an ideal way to
become part of an environment that nurtures
authentic Christian community, biblical teaching,

and on-going discipleship.

Location

Edge Hill
Whitfield
Kanimbla

Kanimbla

The Edge 18+
Kanimbla Heights
Woree

Redlynch
Redlynch

Stratford

Lake Placid
Kuranda
Ladies KYB
Mooroolbool
Ladies KYB
Redlynch
Ladies Whitfield
Trinity Beach

Join a LIFE GROUP

A place to find:
Friendship
Acceptance

Lifegroups 2008

Leader

Nadine O’Farrell
Colleen Birrell
Luke & Sarah Palmer

Diane Latour

Host

Chris Louden
Colleen
Luke & Sarah

Diane

Janine & Campbell Smythe Nadine O’Farrell

David and MaryAnn
Shliahov

Thomas & Mel Pashley
Rohan Morrell

Grant Dixon

David & Marianne

Thomas & Mel
Des & Penny Grummitt

Rick & Pat Green

Michael & Charlotte Corden Michael & Charlotte

Martin & Sally Panter
Faye Barrett

Noelene Morris

Julie Bignill
Rowan Shee

Martin & Sally
Faye Barrett

Noelene

Julie
Rowan Shee

Paqge

Night

Thursday 7:30 pm
Monday 7:30 pm
Wednesday 7:30 pm

Tuesday 7:30 pm
Wednesday 7:30 pm

Monday 7:30 pm

Wednesday 7:30 pm
Wednesday 7:30 pm

Tuesday 7.30 pm
Sunday 5.30 pm
Wednesday 7:30 pm
Tuesday 9.30 am

Wednesday 9.30 am

Wednesday 9.30 am
Wednesday 7:30 pm

Prayer support
Christian values

Contact details

0409 721 576
4032 4806
4034 1282
0403 393 397
4034 1383
4058 2849

0415 872 797

4039 0699

0417 372 146 (Rohan)
4039 3108 (Penny)
40551886 (Pat)

0411 799 717 (Grant)
4039 1215

4093 8100

4053 2002

4039 2030

4032 0804
4057 8225



Asthe Coordinator otour prayer ministry
at Centenary Lakes this year, my goal
has been to encourage and increase
prayer within the church community.

Prayer is often a behind the scenes
ministry and so we can not know the
extent of the commitment and zeal of
some to pray, and the impact that your
prayer life has had and will have. |
want to acknowledge you and thank
you for your faithfulness.

| also want to mention those who have
had great intentions to pray faithfully
this year but have fallen short. Don'’t
beat yourselves up. God knows your
heart. And remember prayer is not
about obligation, it's about relationship.

Particular highlights for me during the
course of this year have been -

* The enthusiasm and willingness of
people to commit to pray for our church,
our leaders, our ministries and our
missionaries on one day each month

throughout the year.

» Ten days of focussed prayer at the
church leading up to Pentecost.

» The power of the Holy Spirit evident
on Pentecost Sunday itself.

« The Women’s Prayer Retreat in
August where women shared their
faith journeys, encouraged each other
and were spiritually fed.

* 21 days of fasting for the children
and children’s ministry.

» Committed prayer warriors who pray
before, during and after church.

» The establishment of ‘The Meeting
Place’, an opportunity to meet with God
at the church during the week.

*+ Homes being opened during the
week to focus on intercessory prayer
for the nations.

Let us be people of prayer — people
who pray for our church community, for
our city, for the nations and who open
our hearts to hear God'’s voice to direct
our lives.

People are God’s method. The church is looking for better methods; God is looking for
better people. What the church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new
organizations or more and novel methods, but people who the Holy Spirit can use—people
of prayer, people mighty in prayer. The Holy Spirit does not come on machinery but on
people. He does not anoint plans, but people—people of prayer.” E. M. Bounds

page g



MiSSioms

Some of the people we support in Overseas Missions. ..

Beatrix - SE Asia

Beatrix has recently
undertaken a survey trip
into the region of focus of
her ministry, taking with

her leaders from specific
churches. Please pray

that these key people will
understand the needs in
this area and be willing to
commit to this harvest field
among their churches. Pray
for Beatrix as she motivates
local people to reach out

to non-Christians, sharing
the love of Jesus to their
neighbours and pray that the
Lord will prepare the hearts
of these neighbours to
receive their gospel ministry.

Clockwise from top left:
The Sinclairs in East
Timor, Marty and Helen
Roe in Laos, Cordons
here from Sth Africa, [
Rebekkah Honke in ad i §
Central Asia

Page. |

Rebekah

- Central Asia

Please continue to pray for Bek
as she seeks to be salt & light
in her place of work. Ask for
God to grant her wisdom and
an ability to live with integrity

in all her choices, such as
knowing who to associate with,
where to go and how to use her
time. As she states, in a recent
newsletter, “I long to be a
sweet fragrance of our Father.”
Remember her particularly as

it comes into the season of
Christmas. Pray that there will
be opportunities to share the
special message of the Father’s
great gift of the Son.

For all those who are
working outside their
‘home” countries please
think of them at this
Christmas time. Pray
for good opportunities to
share the true message
of good news of this
time of year. Please
also ask the Father to
bless them, their family
and their loved ones in
the coming year.

On behalf of all in MIG,

Beth Thomas
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We would like to say thank you to the staff and
congregation at The Lakes. Our 4 2 months with
you has been such a blessing. We were spiritually
nourished by the messages, Bill Mills’ seminar, the
Marriage Course, a prayer retreat, work day, the
music, Sparetimers, and the fellowship times with
so many people. Continue to serve the Lord and
shine forth as a caring, hospitable, and generous
community of believers.

God has used our time in Australia to draw us closer
to Him, closer to each other, and helped us to see
areas where change was needed and needs to be
continued, if we want to grow. The Lakes community
of believers has played an important role in this on-
going process. We praise God for you!

We appreciate your missionary vision and outreach.
Alocal church, we feel, is not healthy at all, unless

it ministers to those outside the four walls of the
church. You are a sending and supporting church of
numerous missionary efforts locally and world-wide.

You made us feel not just welcome, but a real part of
The Lakes. We were encouraged to be helpers for
the serving of tea, we were used to help serve the
communion elements, and you even had us take up

KICK START
'TRAINING DAY CAMP

% KICK START is for Kids/Youth aged 10yrs — 16yrs.
: For kids and youth who are willing to go to another level!!
\ Intentional training & workshop’s for the purpose of serving
God and others in their gifting; and equipping our kids &
youth for the purpose of building His Kingdom!!
Please apply if it is your desire to be in the “Special
Forces” squadron of God’s Army!!

Dates: 14th - 16th January 2009
Times: 9am to 12pm
Contact: Walter or Sharon for more info

the offering. The Lakes was definitely our church
during our 19 Sundays of attendance. More and
more people entered into conversation with us each
week.

Thank you for being an excellent substitute for our
home church.

Continue preaching The Word, sharing The

Word, and reflecting The Word in your daily lives.
According to Eugene H. Peterson in his introduction
to Philippians, in The Message, “It is this ‘spilling out’
quality of Christ’s life that accounts for the happiness
of Christians, for joy is life in excess, the overflow of
what cannot be contained within any one person.”
Don'’t stop overflowing!

Praising the Lord,

Mike & Martha
Parsons

mmonthego@hotmail.
com 416 S. Edgewood
Rd.; Mount Vernon, OH
43050; U.S.A.

P.S. Come and visit us
in the U.S. However,
please come a small
handful at a time!

Page I



akes Kids

piristMmMas Party
Sunday 7th December - 3.30pm

Introducing our Christmas
break up Party!!! There will be flyers to hand out
to everyone in your ministry
This will be our first combined  as from this week. Please
Children’s ministry Christmas encourage the kids to invite
party and we are very excited their family and friends!! This
to announce that it will be fun will be a wonderful opportunity
filled, faith filled and free!!! for our church kids to invite
their friends and a great venue
All the kids will be participating  for our non church families

in Christmas carols by glow to connect with all of our kids
stick (each Kids ministry group  ministries in a fun and safe
will contribute by singing a environment!!

Baby Animals Christmas carol), there will be

a live nativity scene, craft for all Please all kids leaders try to

: Turs ages, an interactive Christmas  attend so we can be purposeful
lee Nat“"ty Scene story, and baby animals (with in our love for God in serving
young donkeys)!! There will His children!!!
Carols performed  even be Christmas balloons for
. the kids to take home!!! Kind regards,
by the Kids ‘
. Sharon Price
Itis afternoon tea and we are (I will send out more practical
Afternoon Tea organising little Chrlstmasl info leading up to the event!!
. cupcakes, punch for the kids _ Please pray as we seek to
prOVIded and coffee/tea for adults. Y

build His Kingdom!!)

FHollday Offerfings

Going away on holidays over Or perhaps you would prefer to = BSB: 084 472
Christmas & New Year? set up credit card payments? If Account# 540723349

Now is a good time to plan so please see Mel or contact the
ahead and arrange to have office 4032 4411. Seek first the Kingdom of God...

For online transfers our account “...God Loves (takes pleasure

details are: in..)a cheerful (“prompt-to-do-
Centenary Lakes Christian it”) giver [whose heart is in his
Community giving]” 2 Cor 9:7 Apmilif.

your tithes and offerings
organized by direct debit or
online transfer.




The -

Moarriege Course

The Marriage Course is
for any married couple
who wants to build

strong foundations for
a healthy marriage that
will last a lifetime.

The course is for any married
couple who want to work
together at and invest in their
relationship. It doesn’t matter
if you've been married for less
than two years or more than
thirty.

If you have a strong marriage
this course will help you make
it even better and will reinforce
your good habits.If on the
other hand your marriage is in
difficulty, the course will help
provide you with very practical
tools to help you work
through the issues.

It is a series of eight

For further information
or expressions of
Interest -

Please contact the office on
4032 4411,

email: office@thelakes.org.au
or contact Campbell & Janine
Smythe 4058 2849,

email:
adultministries@thelakes.org.au

=00

sessions designed to

help any married couple
strengthen their relationship.
It's a great opportunity to
spend time together as

topic as a couple. There is no
group work involved at any
stage of the course.

2009 Marriage

a couple looking at the Course
important issues in your 11th Feb - 25th
marriage. Mar 2009
(7 weeks)

The Marriage Course is very
practical and will help equip you
with the tools needed to build

a healthy marriage that lasts a
lifetime.

That's week 3 of term 1.

Each week you are given
the opportunity to enjoy

a special coffee & dessert
together and listen to a
talk. Then there is plenty
of time to discuss the

- Paﬁe |3 —



The church office will be closed from 24
December 2008 and will re-open 5 January
2009. If you NEED to contact somebody
during this period please contact Wal on
0410 340 796 or Mel on 0400 048 397.

NehiESS

CleaningTeamiRostel;

6 Dec

13 Dec
20 Dec
27 Dec

Smythe Family

Yetwan & Dean, Charlotte & Michael
Pat & Rick, Noelene & Bill, Liz & Laurie
Sharon & Grant, Laetitia M

We want to take this opportunity to pray that 3Jan Jim & Jeannette, Michelle & Greg
everybody has a very happy Christmas, 10 Jan Sue H, Rosemary M, Volunteer needed
that it will be a special time of celebrating .
the birth of our savior Jesus Christ. [ AIIan., Robyn S
Enjoy the beginning of 2009, and be 24 Jan Callope Family
preparing yourselves for a great year. 31 Jan Harding Family

o) (o)
Morning Tea/Roster Cappucdne Rester
7 Dec Dagma, Sally P, Liz C, Fay 7 Dec Djerami & Cameron
14 Dec Grant & Sharon, Yvonne & Deborah, Volunteers 14 Dec Glen & Beth
21 Dec Noelene & Bill, Rosie & Rod, Carole A, Shiela 21 Dec Chucky & Clare

28 Dec Beth T, Linda & Allan, John C, Lisa C
4 Jan Liz C & Robyn F, Fay, Kathy L, Margaret L

28 Dec Donna & Brett

4 Jan  Djerami & Cameron

11 Jan Dianne L, Michelle M, Colleen & David, Jill & Kylie S 11 Jan Glen & Beth
18 Jan Chucky & Clare
25 Jan Donna & Brett

17 Jan Sally-Anne, Viv, Pat G
24 Jan Lyn G, Alrean, Jim & Margaret

Finance Report

Average Weekly offering received for last 4 wks is

$4,969 (weekly budget figure is $5,990)
Total funds raised toward a new fridge
& photocopier $4,577

Our account details are:

Centenary Lakes Christian Community
BSB: 084 472 Account# 540723349
Giving thought...

In giving to the Kingdom of God it allows us to
take the earthly and convert it to the eternal

Page

(Philippians 4:17).




' l Cenfersry

'@ L aokes

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

conrc'u:r mlg=

Church 4 ddress: MinsStries:

Cnr Greenslopes & McNamara Streets, Edge Hill
PO Box 281N, North Cairns, QLD 4870

OfFfice:

Phone: 4032 4411 Fax: 4032 4353

Email: office@thelakes.org.au

Hours: Mon to Thurs 9:30am — 5:00pm

Star:
Senior Pastor

Phil Bignill 0410 620 804
Email: philb@thelakes.org.au
Associate Pastor
Walter Harnisch 0410 340 796
Email: walterh@thelakes.org.au
Childrens Ministry
Sharon Price 0408 1340 045
Email: sharonp@thelakes.org.au
Administration
Mel Pashley 0400 048 397
Email: melp@thelakes.org.au
Worship Ministries
Liam Bradford 0421 258 144
Email: liamb@thelakes.org.au

Pastoral leaders:
Laurence Whitehead 4039 1673
David Wilson 4055 0197
Sandro Cossa 4053 7219
Peter Boyd 4053 7704

Adult Ministries

Campbell & Janine Smythe

Administration
Mel Pashley

Community Life
Julie Bignill

Childrens Ministries
Sharon Price

Finance
Mel Pashley

Life Groups
Phil Bignill

Life Keys
Denise Jorgensen

Outreach/Missions
Karen Boyd

Prayer
Angela Harding

Teaching Ministries
Phil Bignill

Youth Ministries
Walter Harnisch



